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For general precautionary cleaning, detergent and water are adequate. Many
general household products contain the appropriate concentrations of active
ingredients (A.I.s) for disinfection of areas that are very likely to be contaminated
with COVID-19 virus (e.g. bedroom of a person confirmed to have a COVID-19 virus
infection).
The active ingredients and their effective concentrations listed in Table 1 have been
shown to be effective against coronaviruses. In addition to the use of cleaning
agents, other treatments effective against coronavirus include steam and heat
treatment. As the COVID-19 virus is new, no study has been published on the virus.
This assessment is thus based on published scientific studies on coronaviruses, a
group to which the COVID-19 virus would belong.
Table 2 lists common household products that can be used as effective
disinfectants.1 Both tables will be updated as new data emerge and data from more
products are gathered.
Important points to note when using disinfectants:
1. Check the labels and use according to instructions, and be aware of the
potential hazard of each product.
2. Avoid contact with eye and skin when handling cleaning products, and keep
them away from children.
3. Do not mix different cleaning products and use in a well-ventilated area.
4. For disinfection of highly contaminated surfaces or material, avoid the use of
spray, and allow appropriate time needed for disinfection (refer to product
instruction).
5. This product list should be read in conjunction with the Guidelines and
Advisories issued by NEA with instruction and guidelines on how to conduct
proper cleaning and disinfection of premises.
1

The product either contains the appropriate active ingredients listed in Table 1 or is accompanied with data that shows efficacy
against coronaviruses.

Disclaimer: Any posting shown in the listing does not constitute or imply any affiliation, relationship
or sponsorship by NEA of the products in the listing. Every product needs to be used in the right way
and according to specification. NEA will not be ressponible for any loss ordamage arising from or incidental t
o any use of products/services in the listing.

Table 1. Active Ingredients and Their Working Concentrations Effective
Against Coronaviruses
S/N

Active Ingredient (A.I.)

1

Accelerated hydrogen peroxide (0.5%)a

2

Benzalkonium chloride* (0.05%)b - Alcohol-Free Hand Sanitiser 0..085-0.115%
(Still safe at this level)

3

Chloroxylenol (0.12%)c

4

Ethyl alcohol (70%)d

5

Iodine in iodophor (50 ppm)b

6

Isopropanol (50%)b

7

Povidone-iodine (1% iodine)d

8

Sodium hypochlorite
(0.05 – 0.5%)d, e

9

Sodium chlorite (0.23%)b

*Alternative name: alkyl dimethyl benzyl ammonium chloride
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